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MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR VISIT (cont.)
•	Are specialized facilities (such as art studios, 

science labs, music practice rooms, theater, etc.) 
available for use by undergraduates?  
By non-majors?

•	Visit a residence hall and, if possible, arrange to 
stay overnight with a student host.

•	Eat in the campus dining hall. Is the food 
palatable? Are there other dining options?

•	 If you have any health or medical concerns, visit 
the student health center.

•	Visit the campus bookstore. In addition to 
textbooks and college paraphernalia, what other 
items are available?

•	Visit the Career Center to find out about 
internship opportunities and job placement for 
graduates.  
What companies recruit on campus? For what 
types of jobs?

WHEN YOU TALK TO STUDENTS, ASK ...
•	How many hours a week do you study?  

Is that typical of students here?
•	Are campus jobs readily available?
•	Are faculty members interested in students and 

accessible outside of class?
•	Do many students go home on weekends?
•	 Is the food good?
•	 Is it possible to study in your dorm room?
•	What’s the library like as a place to study?  

To do research?
•	What do you like most about this college? Least?
•	How easy is it to get the classes you want at 

registration?
•	What is the largest class you have ever had? 

Smallest?
•	 If you had it to do over again, would you still 

choose this college?
•	What other colleges did you apply to?

IF YOU ATTEND A CLASS, ASK YOURSELF...
•	Are students interested in the material?
•	 Is there time for questions and discussion?  

Do students participate?
•	Are students prepared for class?
•	Am I intellectually challenged by what is taking 

place?
•	Do I feel that the students are learning—either 

new facts or new ways of thinking about a 
subject?

•	 Is there a good rapport between professors and 
students?

•	Would I feel comfortable as a student in this 
setting?

AS YOU TOUR THE CAMPUS, 
ASK YOURSELF ...
•	Are the older buildings in good shape?
•	Are there new buildings as well as older ones?
•	 Is lab equipment up-to-date and plentiful?
•	Are computer facilities accessible?
•	Are there specialized facilities available for my 

interests? (such as practice rooms or art studios)
•	Are rooms in residence halls pleasant?  

Quiet enough to study in?
•	Are common areas in the residence halls 

attractive? Are there laundry and kitchen 
facilities?

•	What’s the cafeteria like?
•	Are the grounds well kept?
•	 Is the setting and architecture appealing?
•	What’s the surrounding town or city like?  

Would I feel comfortable here?

Copied with permission of the United Nations International School – October 2006
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Use this worksheet to record information and observations from each of your college visits. This will help you capture 
your impressions about each school while they are still fresh in your mind and will help you compare schools across 
common criteria. 

Name of College  

Admissions Office Address  

Admissions Office Phone 				    Fax  

E-mail 							      Website  

Admissions Office Contact 

Times of Tours 					    Times of Information Sessions 

Interview required? 				    Arrange for interview?  

Arrange for overnight visit? 			   Arrange to attend class? 

PREPARATION CHECKLIST 

Visit Date 				    Time  

Contact Person 

Do I have: 	 Resume 	 Unofficial transcript	 Test scores	  

	 Campus map and catalog 		  Directions to campus  

Reasons I am considering this college  

Questions for tour, interview, or group information session  

OVERALL IMPRESSIONS  

Overall impression/feeling about the school; Might this be a place for me?  

What I liked best about this college  

What I liked least about this college  
 

Additional information I would like to have about this college  

Names of people I met  

 * Remember to write thank you notes, if appropriate, to admissions officers, professors, tour guides, etc.

College Visit Checklist
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INTELLECTUAL ATMOSPHERE  
OF THE COLLEGE
• 	What is the student attitude towards learning? 

Do most seem to enjoy their courses? 
• 	Does there seem to be an active exchange of 

ideas outside of classrooms? 
• 	Do the students seem to be politically or socially 

conscious? 
• 	Does there seem to be a real “grind” atmosphere? 

Would the campus be characterized as  
“cut-throat” or “cooperative”? 

• 	What are the opportunities for Independent 
Study, Honors Program, Co-op, Internships, 
Study Abroad, Exchange Program/Consortia, 
Independent Majors, Interdisciplinary Majors, 
Research? 

• 	Do you feel you would fit in intellectually?

SOCIAL CLIMATE
• 	Does social life revolve around the campus or do 

students leave on the weekend? 
• 	What social and cultural activities are provided 

by campus? Influence of the Greek system? 
• 	What facilities are provided for socializing?  

Is there a Student Center? 
• 	What range of clubs and organizations are 

there? Are these organizations predominantly 
traditional, exotic, artistic, issue oriented? 

• 	Do the students seem friendly and willing to 
help? 

• 	Is there a “typical” student? Preppy, offbeat, 
nondescript, clean-cut, messy? 

Observations by Categories

CAMPUS LIFE 
• 	Does the appearance of the campus please you? 

Are the buildings and grounds well maintained? 
• 	What are the living arrangements for students?

–	Large dorms 
–	Suites—House or College System
–	Special Interest Housing 
–	Apartments
–	On-campus 
–	Single rooms 
–	Off-campus 
–	Doubles 
–	Co-ed—Triples 
–	Single sex 

• 	After freshman year, how are students housed? 
Are upper-class students guaranteed housing? 

• 	Are there limitations on visiting hours? 
• 	Are there “quiet hours”? Can you study in your 

room? Where do most people study? Is there 
adequate living space?

• 	Is dining centralized or decentralized?  
What dining options do students have? 

–	Weekly meal plans 
–	Hours of meal service
–	Dietary options
–	Quality and tastiness of food

Copied with permission of the United Nations International School – October 2006
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Notes
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of Nassau County
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Eric B. Schultz, Vice President
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Deborah Coates
Ronald Ellerbe
Martin R. Kaye

Gale Ross-Srulevich
Robert “B.A.” Schoen

Edward J. Zero, Interim District Superintendent
Dr. Robert J. Hanna, Deputy Superintendent

Lawrence R. McGoldrick, Assistant to the Deputy Superintendent
Joan S. Siegel, Associate Superintendent
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Ms. Gene Silverman, Executive Director

Dr. John A. Kalaboukas, Assistant Director

Joseph M. Barry Career & Technical Education Center
James Clark, Principal
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College
Planning 

Guide

For Juniors and Seniors
Fall 2009Non-discrimination Statement 

Nassau BOCES advises students, parents, employees and the general public that it offers employment and educational opportunities without regard to sex, race, color, national 
origin or handicap. Information and grievance procedures are available by contacting the following officers at Human Resources at 71 Clinton Rd., P.O. Box 9195, Garden City, 
NY, 11530:  Jeffrey Drucker, Title IX (sex discrimination) and Section 504 (handicap discrimination) Coordinator, at 516-396-2358, jdrucker@mail.nasboces.org, or Amy Levine, 
Title IX Coordinator, at 516-396-2340, alevine@mail.nasboces.org. A copy of programs and educational courses offered and available to residents may be obtained from our 
Web site www.nassauboces.org.  


